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DIAGNOSIS – ARTICLE ANALYSIS
1. The authors noted that a similar study (Chande, et al.) had been published previously.  What methodologic deficit was the Plint, et al. study designed to correct and was it successful?

a. Lack of NNT accuracy/yes

b. Lack of false negative rate precision/no

c. Lack of sensitivity precision/yes

d. Lack of randomization/no

2. Not all patients received an x-ray (the gold standard); a proxy was employed for those who did not receive an x-ray.  If you feel the proxy may be inaccurate, which diagnostic test parameters would you suspect may be subject to error?
a. Sensitivity, specificity, +LR

b. Sensitivity/specificity/+LR/-LR

c. Sensitivity/+LR/-LR

d. Specificity/+LR

3. “In Ottawa, physicians were asked to examine the patient prior to reviewing the x-ray; however, compliance with this suggestion was not monitored.”  Assume most of the physicians were not compliant with the request.  Pick the best answer that illustrates which diagnostic test parameters may be subject to error due to bias:

a. +LR, -LR, pre-test probability, post-test probability, sensitivity, specificity
b. Pre-test probability, +LR, -LR

c. Both “a” and “b”

d. Neither “a” nor “b”

